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The Quake
The earthquake that hit Nepal 
in 2014 destroyed as many as 
600,000 homes. Shah Hemp 
Inno-Ventures is making use 
of naturally occurring wild 
hemp for hempcrete to help 
restore the homes, the econ-
omy and the lives of quake 
victims in a private initiative 
with no NGO or governmental 
assistance.

We Seek
•  Trained volunteers  

who’d like to enjoy Nepal 
and contribute to its recovery 
and development.

•  Basic machines for hempcrete 
construction: hemp wood chipper, 
pan mixer, shuttering panels, etc.

•  Basic processing machines 
to process raw hemp fibers 
extracted from decorticator 
into hemp yarns.

357/35 Ganes Marg, 
Shankhmul
Kathmandu-34
Nepal

For more details: www.shiv.org.np
Direct contact: Dhiraj Kumar Shah
dksktm@gmail.com +977 98033 19991
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50354 Huerth, Germany

Tel. +49-(0)2233-48 14 40 (office)
Fax +49-(0)2233-48 14 50
email: dominik.vogt@eiha.org
www.eiha.org
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Coming July 2016
The Big Hemp 
Year Book
Order on hemptoday.net

Conference: Register now; Only 20 spots! 
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HempFlax
commitment 
for your country?
• Double-cut harvesting 
  technology
• Processing machinery
• Sowing seeds
• Consultancy

info@hempflax.com
hempflax.com



Hungry for Health
Europeans’ appetite for organic, healthy living is

the bellwether for a hemp food boom on the continent

europe

Holland-based HempFlax invested €5 million in a processing plant in Romania, 
where it farms hemp on 500 hectares.

W ith sales of organic, healthy 
foods continuing a steady 
climb across Europe, hemp-
based edibles may be coming 

into their own at just the right time. As 
EIHA has reported, hemp food products 
are becoming more and more established 
in the mainstream in products like hulled 
hemp seeds, protein powder and high-
nutrition oils. Organic food fairs across 
Europe, where the market for such health-
ier, more natural foodstuffs has climbed 
toward €25 billion (more than doubling 
since 2004), are more and more populated 
by vendors of niche hemp products. And 
hemp-seed-based food is now a common 
item in the mass market through supermar-
ket networks in many countries. 

Still, question remain

With legacy hemp firms busier and 
busier at the trading level, more and more 
creative, smaller companies are developing 
niche hemp food products, and doing the 
marketing. Still, imports of hemp seed to 
the EU from third-party countries remain 
higher than domestic production, indicat-
ing clear room for growth among EU hemp 
food players.

Yet there are fundamental questions to 
be answered if hemp foods are to have a 
clear playing field. First, hemp has to work 
its way into compliance under the EU’s 
Novel Food Directive, which governs such 
things as product safety and labeling on 
newly developed foods. Also, questions 
over allowable THC levels in hemp foods 
particularly challenge the products.

CBD pauses to catch its breath

Hemp foods could move front and 
center with the industry especially as the 
European CBD export market pauses to 
catch its breath after taking a hit when 
U.S. authorities cracked down on some 
re-sellers last year, dampening imports. 
The United States Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) in early 2015 is-
sued warnings to some U.S. retailers that 
“CBD” labeled products they were selling 
are not officially “recognized” and that 
they may be in violation of U.S. interstate 

commerce laws, casting a chill over the 
market.

And other challenges are ahead for 
CBD. Europe’s CBD value chain requires 
infrastructure investment if the industry 
is to attract farmers to the crop, while 
more processors need to gain experience 
making CBD formulas, and sales chan-
nels need to be smoothed out.

Search for standards

For now, CBD and other medical can-

nabis players are ramping up efforts to set 
quality standards critical to the sector’s 
future. Groups like the International Can-
nabis and Cannabinoid Institute, a U.S. led 
international organization based in Prague, 
are forging ahead with clinical research and 
working to help shape a slowly evolving 
European regulatory landscape that will 
sync with global regimes.

Composites, construction

Beyond food and CBD, EIHA sees a 
well-established market in hemp for natu-
ral fiber composites, which are used for 
the reinforcement of automotive interior 
trim parts, for example. Steady growth in 
demand for those fibers globally means a 
chance for Euro producers, especially due 
to supply limitations in Asia, the EIHA 
has noted.

And while the hemp construction sec-
tor continues steady growth, with notable 
projects already completed in the residential, 
retail, warehousing and commercial sec-
tors, the material needs broader acceptance 
among mainstream and so-called “green” 
builders if it is to pick up significant pace. 
It could be boosted by various EU funding 
programs aimed at reducing C02 emissions 
in light goals adopted at the COP21 climate 
change conference in Paris last December.

Europe’s Top Growers
European hemp fields 2015 (est.)
Source: EIHA
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Europe by the Numbers

Hemp seeds (in tonnes)

Hemp fibres (in tonnes)

Hemp shivs (in tonnes) Hemp fibres 2013, total: 25,000 tonnes

Hemp seeds 2013, total: 11,500 tonnes

Hemp shivs 2013, total: 43,000 tonnes

Price Index: Hemp & Flax Technical Short Fibres

-Institut.eu | 2016©
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2015: 25,224 ha

Key indicators on the European hemp markets based on EIHA research.
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